METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

November 8, 2007

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Christine Christian, MMLL

Gina Peck, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL

Sean O’Brien, St. Margaret’s

Glen MacDonald, Dartmouth

Mike Hayes, Halifax NW

Steve Brown, Sackville

Richard Danells, Halifax SW

Regrets:  Brian Thompson (LNS), Jon Jenkins (S. Shore), Keith Redden (E. Shore), Stu Mills (Truro), Terry Clarke (MMLL)
Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Change to affiliation notes from last minutes

· Take out line “Rule stays the same, as there is not enough support to change it.”

· Motion made to pass minutes from last meeting made by Donna, seconded by Christine. Minutes from last meeting with change, passed.

Affiliation

Discussion from last meeting continued concerning current rule that Select players are not allowed to play higher age level at Club or Select level – Select team must draw players from Club team at the same level. There is a request that this be changed to allow Select players to play up (ex. Peewee Select player can play Bantam select game). 

· Steve - Priority is to Club, if no one available, team can draw from Select. In favour of rule change. 

· Wayne – Associations should not have select teams if they are not able to field a team

· Donna – from a different angle, how much is affiliation happening? Affiliates should only be used a handful of times. Affiliates should not be determining championships. 

· Mike – suggests having 3 Select player affiliates named prior to the season in addition to the club players.

· Steve makes a motion to affiliation of status quo plus 3 select players to be designated affiliates – with both coaches agreeing. Mike seconds. 3 opposed, 2 in favor, and 3 abstentions. Motion defeated.

Sidebar #1 from previous minutes - Club players playing higher age Club – size difference maybe risky?  

· Glenn motions Select players to play one group higher age Club level. No second. Motion defeated.

Facilities – update

· Sackville - Steve and Donna working together with Sackville. Steve reports they are looking at 2 or 3 types of dehumidifying machines; it will be purchased, ready for this season. Steve and Donna will meet with them next week for update and request earlier start date if we commit to set number of weekly hours.

· HRM arenas -Bedford, Bowles, Grey – Wendy is sending info for this year.

· St. Margaret’s – they feel they can make more money with the ice in all year. Will send letter in January to let us know. They might be able to provide one pad for a longer time period if we could make a big commitment, however Donna is not hopeful that this will happen.

· Spryfield – no contact as of yet.

· Shannon/Shearwater – no contact as of yet.

· E.Shore – has contacted, but no information as of yet.

Website

· Donna has made contact with Goal line people.

· Donna is working on website – put on agenda for next meeting.

Novice Select

Idea put forward to split Novice into Select and Club levels 

· Richard – discussed last year, we want to keep development at that age, does not want to split. Really great players could apply to move up to Peewee.

· Glenn – novice is young, advanced kid go up to Peewee if need be. 

· Mike – positive of last year is that marginal players in club became stars because they got to touch the ball, found niche without better players there. We have some great players at this level. Benefit of other players getting to play without ‘stars’ there. Kids were excited at Garnet Knight tournament.

· Do we have enough players to have a select league (only NW and SW)

· Richard – Garnet Knight and potential ‘city boy’ tournaments could give opportunity for Select players while leaving the Novice league as is.

· Novice stays the same. All agree.

Provincial Team Program

Provincial Team coaches (Kent, Scott, and Darrell) feel that playing a full schedule in higher-level Select (minus the playoffs) would be better for their teams’ development.

· Donna is concerned about scheduling – does not want to make a commitment to provincial team yet. We will give at least what was scheduled last year (one game against each team), more will depend on scheduling, facilities etc.

‘A’ ‘B’ ‘C’ Tiers

Idea of a third tier to split the club level to 2 divisions.

· Christine concerned about having enough teams for each.
· Might be easier to schedule smaller divisions. 
· Concern raised whether associations would be able to place teams appropriately.
· Should team be misplaced in regular season, maybe they should be moved for playoffs.
· The closer the competition the better.
· General support for this, but concerns about scheduling, who would place teams (coaches, associations, MMLL), and the feasibility for a third tier.
· Donna is going to analyze last year’s standings. Discussion will continue after this information is reviewed.  
Announcements

LNS AGM & Awards Day

· Nominations have been submitted for awards presentation. 

· The date has been set for LNS AGM – Saturday Dec. 8, 9am at St. Mary’s University Tower complex, upstairs

· LNS Annual Awards function will follow from 2:30 – 4, with the presentation of awards at 3pm. 

· Associations need to contact volunteers to invite them to the awards. Natasha (LNS) will create an electronic invitation for associations to send out. She will also create a notice for associations to post on websites.

· Nominees will be contacted directly by Brian Leightizer.

· Please keep track of RSVP’s by name, or have your volunteers call Brain at Adanac (444-7171).

Disputed Default fines

· Letters received from five associations. Time ran out tonight, so executive will meet separately before next meeting to decide.

Next meeting, Thursday, November 22

Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

