METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

October 29, 2008

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Christine Christian, MMLL

Gina Peck MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL

Terry Clarke, RIC MMLL

Steve Brown, Sackville

Richard Danells, Halifax SW

Scott Smith, Dartmouth

Stu Mills, Truro

Bob Grant, Bedford

Brian Thompson, LNSS

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Clarification to Donna’s proposal – it was same as last year. She did not initiate the raise! Christine makes motions pass minutes for October 16, 2008. Steve seconds, carried.

Notices from Our Commissioner 

1. LNSS Awards

· Notice to be put on MMLL website of location and protocol for nominations.

2. Thank you for congratulatory ad in Hall of Fame program.
League Structure

· Discussion on tiering

· Reviewed records from last season for each age division. 

· Select is a great opportunity for more competitive play.

· Not sure we have the depth to divide league into 3 tiers. 

· Placing teams in appropriate level is hard, also difficult to balance teams. 

· Placing should be easier this year from last year’s experience.

· Reverting back to old system will have same problems we had in the past.

1. Bob motions that the competition structure for 2009 stays as is (Select, A, B for each age division, Peewee to Midget, A & B for Novice, Tyke and Jr B remain unchanged).  Stu seconds this motion. Vote results in 6 in favour, and 1 abstained. Motion carried.

2. Steve motions that an association with only one team in a division may choose to participate in any level, Select, A or B, with final approval of the MMLL. Bob seconds. All are in favour and is passed.  

3. Bob motions that if an association has two or more club level teams in the same age level, at least one team must go ‘A’.  Stu seconds this motion. Voting shows that all are in favour. 

Officials – Fee structure (Terry)

· Proposed fee structure put together by the LNSOA (hand out provided)

· Brian reports that LNSS have no objections to proposed increases.

· Discussion on travel fees.  Also discuss a rotation to ensure the same refs are not going to outlying areas. 

· Discussion included needing to know how to budget for this if MMLL are paying travel fees – not knowing how often travel fees are needed for Eastern Shore and St. Margaret’s.  

· Need to figure out payment from outlying clubs – some clubs paying referees at the games.   Should they pay game and travel fees.  This needs to be consistent.

· Need to determine who pays for referee travel fees (individual clubs, or MMLL – all clubs absorbing the fees).

· League (MMLL) and clubs with representation at meeting agree that game fees increase is reasonable.  Although travel fee increase is substantial, all agree it is to be expected given gas costs and their unpredictability. 

· Stu will email Terry concerning Truro travel fees

· Valley, South Shore and Eastern Shore will be contacted concerning travel fees and will be asked to email Terry with concerns.

Officials’ payment

· Most believe that Eastern Shore pay the travel fee, if there is to be one, and that it is not absorbed by the league through the team fees all Clubs pay. To be discussed next meeting!

· Proposed that Gina only deal with game fees and associations pay their own travel fees to referees at the arena.  This would allow for a more straightforward approach to budgeting for next season.

Next meeting, Thursday, November 13. 

Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

