MMLL Meeting,  28Oct2009

MMLL Wayne Finck, Christine Christian, Donna Gougen

RIC
Terry Clarke

DART
Glenn MacDonald

SW
Richard Danells

NW

STM
Kevin Murphy (sent regrets but arrived late)

SACK
Steve Brown

BED
Bob Grant

TRU

ES

LNS
Brian Thompson

REGRETS:  Gina Peck, Kevin Murphy, Mike Hayes, and Julie is sick (Christine will take minutes)

QUORUM:

At the start of the meeting only 50% of the Associations were represented and 50% of the MMLL board, so Wayne declared a quorum.

PREVIOUS MINUTES:  

Steve Brown motioned to pass the minutes from the previous meeting; Terry Clarke seconded. 

Motion carried.

AGENDA ITEMS: 

Associations not represented at the last meeting were asked to email the list of items they wanted added to the agenda topics for the coming season…

STM
- would like to see league playoffs finish up earlier (by end of June)

NW
- finish up before end of June


- Affiliation clarification when a select team has no club team to draw players from


- Mike got a lot of complaints from coaches re the schedule (too long a break or 3 games in a too short a time)


- Schedule discussion


- Discussion of boundary review (are we too fragmented, should we have fewer Clubs so that we can provide the programs that we want to offer?)

Terry was asked if he had anything to add but he felt everything has been covered in the topics already listed.

Wayne mentioned that the list compiled from the meeting was in excess of 70 items so he has group similar topics together (e.g. items 3 & 5 on tonight’s agenda; officiating will be another).  We will first address topics that impact registration decisions (anything that influences cost).

ADMINISTRATOR’S POSITION 2010: 

Donna circulated her proposal for consideration.  Basically she will be doing everything she did last year, except that instead of worrying about getting team registrations from Registrars, she will enter the players using the game sheets only.  Donna left the room and everyone quickly agreed to appoint Donna as the MMLL Administrative Assistant for the 2010 season.  

SEASON LENGTH/SCHEDULING:

There were lots of comments surrounding this. Concerns were raised about reducing our current booking commitments and how new facilities coming on line in the future could have an impact on having enough time booked in individual arenas as well.  The key is keeping our numbers from slipping further. We need to find out why kids are not coming back; we can only speculate it’s the coaching, or the officiating, or the season length, etc.  One suggestion was to do a survey somehow but it was pointed out that the Club President’s who attend the meetings should be fact finding within their Clubs anyway so that they reflect the thoughts of their participant families and coaches.

The final proposal below will be voted on next meeting (without further discussions)…

# of Games: (same as last year for Regular Season)

Tyke – 10 games

Club – 14 games

Select – 18 games

Playoff Dates: (no change in format) 

Select and JrB – 3rd week of July (same as last year)

Midget Club and Bantam Club – 2nd week of July

Tyke, Novice Club, Peewee Club and Girls – ending no later than June 30

Long Weekends:

Games will be scheduled over the May long weekend.

NS Provincial Teams

Deferred till after coaches are in place (early Nov).

A few other noteworthy comments:

· Lax perceived as a “crazy game”.  Missed calls are a problem (maybe we should use stop signs on the back of the jersey). 

· Donna thinks SEDMHA is the first weekend of Apr.  So far, Dal is the only rink we won’t have as early as last season (hoping for 2nd week of May as they are refitting and replacing the lighting in the arena right after exams end in April).  

· Too long a gap from end of Select Playoffs to when Provincial Teams go away.  A post season program could be arranged if there was an interested party to take charge.  

· If there is no PW Select again this season, the proposed end dates will mean a short season for some talented players.  Again, some separate program could be done if someone is willing.

TEAM PLACEMENT (LEAGUE STRUCTURE):

Should we change it back so that Associations with two or more teams in a division, one team has to play Select?  (Last season, one of the two ES Midget Club teams should have been Select.)  We think the regulation already states that the decision is pending MMLL approval.  However, maybe we need to put a process in place to review  rosters  for Clubs who propose to have 2 teams in the same ‘division’ before allowing it to happen.  Hindsight is always 20/20 but it’s harder to make the call before schedules are set.  Ultimately, it depends on how many kids want to play Select.

Another issue last season was the Peewee situation.  With not enough teams for Select, we went with Club teams into A & B division right from the start.  Maybe, we should consider one division and at the end of the regular season split into A & B for playoffs.  We will look at this at our next meeting.

AWARDS:

Associations, please bring your list of nominations for the LNSS Awards to pitch at our next meeting.   Julie added the descriptions to the end of the agenda items she emailed out for tonight’s meeting.  

NEXT MEETING: THURSDAY, NOV 12

