METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

June 7, 2009

In Attendance:

Christine Christian, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL

Gina Peck, MMLL

Steve Brown, Sackville Wolves

Rob Desrochers, Sackville Wolves

Richard Danells, Halifax SW

Brian Thompson, LNSS

Scott Smith, Dartmouth

Stu Mills, Truro

Diane MacDonald, Halifax NW

Regrets: Wayne Finck, John Verrall, Kevin Murphy, Mike Hayes

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

-  Stu makes motion to pass minutes from April 8, 2009. Rob seconds.

Playoff Format

Review of last year’s format:
· Tyke – single elimination weekend

· Novice – Midget + Jr. Girls - double knockout (Wed to following Monday)

· Sr. Girls – first place bye to final game, 2 and 3 play off for final game

· Jr. B – changes year to year based on number of teams (runs into July)

· Select – double knockout (runs to mid-July)
· Need to accommodate reschedules, but do not want a gap between season and playoffs.

· Donna suggests that we not follow the Wednesday to following Monday structure

· Budget is based on this number of games.

· Jr. B only has 5 teams this year.

Discussion:

· General
· Richard - Double knock out is great, should start right after season ends.
· Donna – Would like to split club divisions into tier 1 and tier 2, as there is a clear upper and lower half in all of these divisions. There are enough trophies to cover this.
· Jr. B 
· Stu - First place gets a bye and home floor advantage. Other 4 teams play off.

· Table – this will leave 3 teams.

· Scott – 4 vs. 5 to play off for final spot. (4th place needs to win 1, 5th place has to win 2 to take over 4th place position).

· Donna – 1 plays 4, 2 plays 3 – best of 3

· Stu – First place team should have home floor for 2 and 3rd game. 

· Sr. Girls
· Christine – Same format as last year, ensuring junior and senior are scheduled around each other allowing for call ups. 
Motion:

Donna makes a motion that the playoff format for the 2009 season remains the same as the 2008 playoffs for the tyke, Select, Jr. Girls, and Sr. Girls.  For all club divisions they will be tiered into an upper and lower half based on regular season standings and play a double knock out tournament. For the Jr. B division the 4th place team will play the 5th place team for final spot. (4th place needs to win 1, 5th place has to win 2 to take over 4th place position. Then, 1 plays 4,  2 plays 3 – in a best of 3 series. The winners of each semi final series will play best of the 3 final series.

Stu seconds. All in favour. 

Donna’s Report

· Arenas

· Say the words “Please stop” when you see people doing things that are against the arena policy. We need to keep the arenas to keep our sport! 

· It is hard to change a policy mid season.

· In our off-season discussions, we will have to tighten our policy to make it uniform in all arenas. 

· Website – nice and vibrant! The website is being used. 

· Stats

· Stats are in, ahead of last year and should be caught up by next week.

· Challenges have been late team list submission, and game sheet accuracy.

· Newspaper 

· Whose responsibility? Can we get some mid season standings, as it is a good way to advertise?  

· Individual teams must get their own games in. 

Suspensions 

· Up to 75 at this point in the season, over all not too bad. Mostly fighting. It seems people do not understand the subtleties of the fighting rules in lacrosse. 

Officials and Minor Officials Fees – Girls

· Brian Thompson has always based girls referee fees on bantam fees as they have the same length of game.

· Extra money will be taken from the girls’ program money (if an issue).

· Communication to the official’s association that both Jr. Girls and Sr. Girls referees get paid at the bantam level.

· All minor officials for girls’ games will also receive the bantam fees.

Officials Association

· Gina requires a break down of fees from last year and this year

· She is responsible to the associations and to the Registry of Joint Stock to account for money paid. 

· Will not write any more checks until a break down is provided.

Awards

· Dick has all of the trophies, and has had a few repaired.

· Dick and Wayne have gone to Nova Trophy and for the customized logo it will cost an extra $800. As long as we have the money in the budget, we will go ahead with this. 

· LNS will be presenting banners to 5 divisions as last year plus the girls (Peewee A, Bantam Select, Midget select, Jr. B, Jr. A, Sr. Girls, Jr. Girls).

· Donna will check with arena’s to see who has working sound systems. 

Try Lacrosse

· We have received the $5000 grant money. 

· Will have field try lacrosse in end of august, and will have information out prior to the end of the box season.

· Box sessions will improve on last years success – each association hosting one plus a main one where the media will be invited etc.

Other

· Scott is concerned they are going to lose their Jr. B team. We need to revive this league, or it will die. Southwest has already lost their team. 

· ECJLL and MMLL need to sit down together.

· Scott will propose that Jr. A reduce their roster, and then use Midget Select affiliate to the Jr. B, and Jr. B affiliate to Jr. A.
Updates:

· Gina will invoice associations for fees in the upcoming week.

· Sean O’Brien’s father passed away. We will send a card from the league.

Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

