METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

March 24, 2010

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Christine Christian, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL
Terry Clarke, MMLL

Scott Smith, LNS RIC

Lesley Dunn, LNS

Glenn MacDonald, Dartmouth

Richard Danells, Southwest

Kevin Murphy, St. Margaret’s

Mike Hayes, Northwest

Regrets – Steve Brown, Gina Peck

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Danells was spelled incorrectly. Christine makes a motion to pass the minutes from March 11 as amended, seconded by Mr. Danells. 

Welcome Scott Smith, LNSS RIC, and to Terry and Lesley. 

Monster Gear Swap

Feedback for future years:

· Very well organized – Great job Mike Hayes!

· Great group of volunteers

· Came together quickly, for next year, need to be in the calendar early to advertise with other programs and club registration information.

· Less time needed (10-2 instead of 9-5)

· Two check out lines would be ideal

· Cash only (accepted checks this year)

· Not on the March Break weekends

· Mike wishes more people were selling, because there were lots of people buying!

2010 Numbers
St. Margaret’s

· Tyke – 2 teams

· Novice – 2 teams (5 girls)
· Peewee – 1 Select, 2 Club (1 girl)
· Bantam – 2 teams
· Midget – 1 club
· Jr. B – 1 team (21 players)
· 6 junior, 15 intermediate
· Sr. Girls – 10 players
Southwest

· Tyke – 3 girls, 18 boys

· Novice – 10 girls, 40 boys – 3 teams

· Peewee – 8 girls, 38 boys – 3 teams

· Bantam – 1 Select, 2 Club

· Midget – 1 Select, 1 Club

· Intermediate – 12 boys, 4 girls

Dartmouth

· Tyke – 1 team

· Novice – 1 team (maybe a second)(0 girls)

· Peewee – 2 teams (1 girl)

· Bantam – 1 Select, 1 Club

· Midget – 1 Select, 1 Club

· Jr. B – 1 team

· Jr. Girls – 8 girls

· Sr. Girls – 7 girls

Northwest

· Tyke – 1 team

· Novice – 1 team

· Peewee – 1 team (maybe two)

· Bantam – 1 Select (and maybe a club)

· Midget – 1 Select (and maybe a club)

· Jr. B – 1 team (12 Intermediate, 2 juniors)

· Jr. Girls – 1 girls

· Sr. Girls – 3 girls

Donna will contact associations not present tonight via email. Confirmation of registration numbers will be done via email. 

Discussion around having a girls league in the novice and peewee divisions, and if not enough teams, the idea of the girls teams playing in the boys’ league. There is an officiating issue here.  Let’s push for more girls, as this could be our break through year.
Officiating

Discussion on many officiating issues led by Scott Smith and Terry Clarke. 
1. Tyke rules

- All new referees have a copy of the Tyke rules

- Suggest that Tyke rules and Girls rules be placed in a more prominent place on the website, in order to make them easier to find.
2. Girls group of officials

- Scott supports a pool of officials for girls’ lacrosse. Scott has put the word out to have referees interested in being in this pool to contact him, Terry, or Wayne.

- Scott is able to hold an all girls referee clinic if there is interest.

3. Game management skills

- This develops over time. 

- We have to manage our expectations, especially at Novice since Level 1 officials have to start in the early age divisions.
4. Checking gamesheets

- Scott has emphasized checking for affiliates, captains and assistants, making sure that penalties are written up correctly, game misconducts, and that suspensions require a separate incident report be filled out at the arena and must follow up with a phone call made to Donna).  

- Scott would like to know when these are not being followed so he and Terry can follow up.

5. Referee development

- Terry noted that last year’s development session was successful, could have 3 this year (one for level 1 and 2, one for 3-5, and one for everyone)

- Need to set a time for these

- If associations are having scrimmages/try-outs – we could use our new officials to give them game experience.

6. Code of Discipline

- Have been building this over the last few seasons. 

- A big push this season is on player and coach discipline. Officials will be setting the tone early in the season, abuse of officials and fighting will not be tolerated.

- Association presidents should make this clear to their coaches prior to the season.

- Scott has emphasized the “instigator and aggressor rules” for fighting at the clinics and these penalties will be called this season.
7. Assignors – consider match-ups/conflict of interest

- Goalline has improved its referee software and includes the ability to have referee levels entered. This allows game assignments to match referee levels to the level of game using a pull down menu of referees who are able to do that game. 

- Assigning must be done on goalline.

8. Junior official mentoring

- Two officials are keen to mentor new officials. 


Gord Puddifant, Dartmouth

Kent Hayley, Halifax

Scott Smith, Truro and Eastern Shore (He is also willing to go to Truro to do a clinic)
9. Supervision

- Would like to start a database of referee assessments, as there is no record of assessments done in past years. 

- Scott will have evaluation forms in all referee rooms for Level 3-5 officials doing assessments (completed forms to be submitted in the game sheet lock box).

- Level 3, 4, and 5 referees are encouraged to go to games an hour early and take the time to evaluate referees that are at least a level below them.  Senior officials will then email Scott  and Terry to let him know who they have assessed, and what their score was.
- Officials wanting to go to National level competitions will be assessed more frequently.

- Looking at hockey, they do not have discipline issues (on time, filling out game sheets etc.). Senior referees do not have the choice of doing assessments. In lacrosse, we cannot rely on only senior officials; Level 2 could do Level 1 assessments (leadership and learning opportunities). 

10. Goalline

- Donna will check into  whether there is an assessment form on this website that can be used and a system to track the assessments.
11. Number of Officials

- Have lost a few Level 3/4/5 officials

- Right now 36 officials have done the clinics, the overall numbers will be down from last year. 

- Referees who have gone away to National comps have done exceptionally well, and are returning to refereeing. 

12. Novice and Peewee – checking from behind

- 2010 Rule emphasis on this. By the book, if the player goes in a different direction or different speed after being checked on the back, then it is a 4-minute penalty.  Scott has instructed officials that “If in doubt, call it”

- Should be zero tolerance.

Jr. B kick off tournament
· May 7-9 tentative date for Jr. B tournament at Shannon Arena.

Conflict dates must be given to Donna in the next week so she can factor these events into the schedule. Otherwise, the onus will be on the teams and clubs to find alternate reschedule dates during the season.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

