METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

March 11, 2010

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Christine Christian, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL
Gina Peck, MMLL

Steve Brown, Sackville/Fall River Wolves

Rob Desrochers, Sackville/Fall River Wolves

Glenn MacDonald, Dartmouth

Richard Dannells, Southwest

Kevin Murphy, St. Margaret’s

Ross MacKay, Eastern Shore

Regrets – Mike Hayes

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Glenn made a motion to pass the minutes for the last meeting, February 24, 2010. Steve seconds. All are in favour. 

Mini-Tyke

· Tim has been working hard on this program
· Sundays from 4-5pm at Shannon Park Arena (9 weeks beginning first of May)
· So far, the Bandits have registered 15 players
· Continue to promote it, we will take registrations up until the start date
· Glenn would like a training session for all those working with this group.
· Wayne would be more than happy to set aside 3 hours for those involved with mini-tyke and tyke
· Masters will be on after the mini-tykes at Shannon, which should increase the number of helpers at mini-tyke.

Jr. B

We are looking for action steps to move forward with the Jr. B program.

· Sackville will have a solid registration for Jr. B
· Fortunate to have had Rod coaching this team in the past
· Have a new coach in place and are promoting it as a ‘farm team’ for the Jr. A program.
· Eastern Shore will have a team (may have to make some cuts – may have 30 players)

· Would like to see the games scheduled on weekday nights only as much as possible, limiting weekend games. 
· Dartmouth mentioned the following as important to the Jr B program

· Important to have consistent officiating. When there is loose reffing, things get out of hand.  

· Believe Scott Smith will find ways to improve this, in his new role as LNSS RIC.

· Early season tournament would be a great idea to kick starts the season.

· Halifax Southwest would still like to see intermediate and junior as separate divisions.

· St. Margaret’s is strong in numbers this year, will have a team (keen, but skill level is low).

· Leadership is going to be a difficult

· Will be difficult to support teams at both levels

· Gina believes we need to capture those graduating from Midget who aren’t ready for Jr. A, but don’t want to play in Jr. B because of the stigma attached.

· Donna mentioned separating the division into intermediate and junior divisions may create problems if there are large differences in skill level between the teams.

· Discussion around Truro’s Jr. B team. They were very strong over the last few years.
Scott will be here next meeting (in two weeks), and hoping Terry will be here as well.  Wayne and Donna have given Scott a list of items of concern from the League’s point of view so that he could go over them at the certification clinics.

Nova Scotia Provincial Teams & Scheduling

· Wayne has contacted the coaches to see if they are interested in having games in the schedule. 

· Peewee (Kent Hayley) – would like to be worked into the Bantam Select schedule for the second half of the season playing each team once.

· Bantam (Mike Smeltzer) – would like to play Midget club teams for 6-8 games in the second half of the schedule. 

· Midget (Darrell Sampson) – will contact Steve Brown to schedule some games against Jr. A teams.

· Discussion around the table regarding the Bantam provincial team playing against Midget club. Many feel that Midget club may not be the best teams to play as some may not be able to compete in a reasonable way with the provincial team.  

· Steve will bring this issue to the LNSS meeting this coming Monday night.

Girls Registrations

· Each club gave the number of girls registered so far. 

· Will need to look at the numbers again as more registrations come in.

Novice / Peewee Girls League

Wayne and Julie have a push to have an all girls team from Northwest at the Novice level and Peewee level. 

· Having a try lacrosse session on March 31 along with other sessions.

· Girls will play if we sell the all girls league. Our goal is a 3 team league.  Other associations please give the push to get the girls registered.

MMLL Gear Swap

Set for March 21 at LeBrun Center Gym in Bedford, 9-5pm

· 10 – noon – Gear drop off and cataloging

· Noon – 4 – Swap

· Minimum 2 volunteers per association

· Julie to ask Lesley to do media release for gear swap

· All associations present tonight confirmed that they will have volunteers there

Try Lacrosse

· Southwest would like to do another session in south-end Halifax next year

· Suggested “Try Lacrosse” program be run in the Fall

· Timing will be off next year due to Canada Winter Games/March Break

· Positive event, bigger than last year – are getting new families

· Dartmouth will try to book facility sooner to get ideal date/time

· More helmets are needed, smaller sizes

· Sackville has recruited 55 kids for soft lax program

· Need more articles in newspapers (‘Laker’ article was beneficial)

· Sackville had success by having a Jr. ‘A’ player go around to schools and do a gym class with a family of schools P.E. teacher and then hand out flyers.

Suspension Coordinator 2010

· Donna and Steve

· Richard nominated Donna Goguen to be Suspension Coordinator for the 2010 season, Steve seconded that and all were in favour, motion carried.  

· Richard nominated Steve Coates to be the neutral third party on the MMLL Discipline Committee for the 2010 season, Steve seconded that and all were in favour, motion carried.

Please bring team numbers to next meeting (send numbers if you are not going to be in attendance).  Associations should break apart their intermediate and junior age players and have a sense of skill level so that a discussion can continue re. the Jr B division.

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

