METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

January 24, 2008

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL

Gina Peck, MMLL

Terry Clarke, MMLL RIC

Mike Hayes, Halifax NW

Steve Brown, Sackville

Richard Danells, Halifax SW

Gina Peck, Bedford

Scott Smith, Dartmouth

Bob Grant, Bedford 

John Verrall, Eastern Shore 

Hal Puddifant, LNS RIC

Regrets:  Brian Thompson (LNS), Christine Christian, MMLL

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Add cost of Sackville arena for upcoming year - $75 per hour.

Any handouts given out at meetings will be attachments that will be emailed with the minutes in the future. 

Steve passes minutes for Jan.8/08. Scott seconds.

Hal Puddifant – Update from the NS RIC

Lacrosse Officials Association

· Referee association is made up of: 

· All officials registered in N.S. 

· A director (Kevin Mills will be stepping down- it will be voted on next week).

· A Treasurer (Theresa Puddifant)

· A Secretary

· Two assignors (will be in place by next week)

· Four Evaluators 

· RIC for the province (Hal)

· RIC for leagues (MMLL – Terry Clarke) 

· There is a constitution – last year it was submitted to LNS. It should be viewable to referees.

· Assignors will be assigning all games. 

· Assignors will be responsible to Terry (RIC for the MMLL). Terry will be working with Hal (RIC for NS). This will hopefully alleviate the issues of referees being signed to games they are not ready to do.

· The treasurer will pay officials every two weeks. This could help retain more referees as we have lost officials from a lag in payment. 

· All referee money needs to go through the Officials Associations.

· Evaluators will be evaluating, teaching, grooming, and supervising officials.

· Evaluators will advise RIC’s if an individual is not meeting the requirements. This official will then receive more mentoring.

Levels

· Referees will be assigned using a level system.

· Assigners will have a system of knowing referees levels, and therefore only assigning them to games they are capable of refereeing.

· Levels will be based on exam, age level, past experience, and on-floor evaluations.

· In Nova Scotia we do not have a lot of high-level refs. We need to upgrade our entry-level refs.

Referee Clinics

· Age requirement for officiating is 14.

· 3 clinics for returning officials, 2 clinics for new officials.

· Clinics will be in different areas, including Truro if they have enough officials.

· Clinic dates will be posted on websites and in the newspapers.

· Potential dates are:

· Feb. 23

· March 22

· April 5-6

CLA guidelines 

· Referees must be one age level above. Midget player can ref bantam game.

· Rule Emphasis - CLA has put emphasis on several rules for this year. Two big ones for tonight are uniforms and gear.

· Uniforms must go past elbow (possible grandfather rule).

· Helmets 

· 4 points of contact. 

· Peak is now illegal (possible grandfather rule)

· Shoulder Pads

All of this info will be posted on the LNSS website as soon as possible.

Follow up to Hal’s Talk

1. Donna – referee assignors - she hopes that there will be one on each side of the harbour. Feels it is important to have direct involvement on Halifax side in order to grow our numbers (build relationships etc).

2. Richard – goalline system allows for assignors to know what level the referees are capable of officiating, and is therefore comfortable that non-referee assignors can do this job. 

3. Terry – it is really important that we have a handle on the levels, it hurts the game when referees are put in situations they are not capable of handling. 

4. Steve – concern about inconsistency. Kids are getting marked too high, and being putting in difficult situations. 

Eastern Shore Association

· John Verrall here tonight. Keith Redden has stepped down.

· Eastern Shore will have an association this year, but still in need of more volunteers. 

· They will be ready for registration, and the upcoming season.

Gina – Update from our treasurer 

· Draft fee structure - see attachment.

· Transition – banking will stay at same institution. Gina will now sign cheques, and Steve Brown and Christine Christian will continue to be signers.  

Peewee Provincial Team

· Neil does not want to participate in the Bantam Select schedule. 

Girls League Fees

· Common fee is set at $160.  Scott moved motion, Richard second. All are in favor. 

Donna – Update from our administrator

Website 

· Links to association websites needs to be updated. 

· Donna will be emailing association presidents to attain updated information (along with other important questions).

Arenas

· Eastern Shore arena has been in touch. 

· Spryfield will have start date for us in a week (date the ice will be out).

· St Margaret’s is willing to have ‘home’ games at Dalhousie arena due to the loss of St. Margaret’s Arenas.

· Bedford games will be at Sackville

· Steve will be in touch with Sackville arena this week.

Schedule 

· Still researching prom dates etc.

Operating regulations (hand out)

· Read highlighted changes – will be voted on at later meeting.

· Has changed affiliation terminology to fit A, B, C league. 

· Forfeitures

· Tyke rule

Other news

· Mike Hayes is organizing an intro goalie clinic.  We need to spread the word. Please put on your registration (tick box if interest). Will be sometime around the end of April.

· Bedford Association – Looking to do a Victoria Day weekend tournament for Novice and Peewee

· Midget Provincial Team – ID and selection camp - start March 2 –Sundays 9-12 at Dockyard gym (have to have picture ID to go in dockyard gate). Watch LNS website.

· Coaching staff of provincial team is sending letters to all players eligible to play. Darrel sent letter to association presidents to email to their players. 

· Reminder! All club presidents, there is an LNS meeting for planning strategy on Tuesday January 29 at 6:30, Sport Nova Scotia 2nd floor. 

Next meeting, Thursday, February 7, 2008.

Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

