METRO MINOR LACROSSE LEAGUE

February 24, 2010

In Attendance:

Wayne Finck, MMLL

Christine Christian, MMLL

Donna Goguen, MMLL

Julie Finck, MMLL

Gina Peck, MMLL

Steve Brown, Sackville/Fall River Wolves

Glenn MacDonald, Dartmouth

Mike Hayes, Northwest

Richard Danells, Southwest

Kevin Murphy, St. Margaret’s

Ross MacKay, Eastern Shore

Minutes from the Previous Meeting

Steve makes a motion to pass the minutes for February 11, 2010. Glenn seconds. All are in favour. 

Volunteer Opportunity – Newspaper ad

HRM Arena steering committee is looking for someone from the lacrosse community. 

· Expression of interest must be submitted by March 5.

· Donna volunteers to submit an expression of interest and take on this role, if selected.

Mall Registration

Mike reported that it was great:
· Great representation from NW, SW, and Dartmouth. There were lots of displays.

· SW had 31 in-person registrations. NW had 15. Feedback was that people liked the convenience of registering at the mall.

· Lots of volunteers were on hand to help out.

· Great traffic went through the displays.

· A must on the calendar for next year!

Try Lacrosse

Julie gives a quick report: 

· Good turn out at the sessions. Lower turn out at the first couple of sessions, but then picked up at the later sessions. There were lots in Sackville’s on the last weekend.

· At this point we are looking to ensure all participants receive their follow up phone call.

· Once this is complete, please get the participant forms to Julie.

· We will do a positives/areas for improvement at a following meeting once everything is wrapped up.

Mini-tyke

· Direct inquiries to Dartmouth Bandits website or Tim Simon directly for registration. 

· This program is for children born in 2006 and 2005. Children born in 2004 can choose to play in tyke or pre-tyke.

· Looking to get Shannon Park on Sundays.

· Registration is $65 for the 10-week program.

Nova Scotia Provincial Teams & Scheduling

Donna is concerned to know the number of games and their distribution in this season’s schedule.

· Wayne will contact the coaches to see if they are interested in having games in the schedule. 

· Peewee – Kent Hayley

· Bantam – Mike Smeltzer

· Midget – Darrell Sampson

Girls

Looking at last years’ numbers, there are not enough Jr. High girls to have a viable league. 

· Need to get the older girls going – some buzz needs to be created. 

· Focus in on the junior high inter-cross league. We can have special Try Lacrosse sessions at this level.

· Steve will contact Junior High coaches. 

· Suggested that we pay someone to run these sessions, as there is money in the girls’ account.  

Novice and Peewee Girls

· Wait and see how the numbers fall after registration.

· Keep registering under the plan to have all girls teams.

· Wayne and Julie will do another all girls session at Rockingham, we can do more sessions in other areas if necessary.

Contact – modified rules or not?

· Whether it is modified rules or not, it needs to be called tight. 

· Girls games we will assigned by a separate assignor 

Richard motions to make a change to Regulation14.1 to “For the Female Lacrosse Program in MMLL contact limitations will apply for all age divisions no matter what the age range.”
Steve seconds. 5 are in favour. 2 abstentions, motion carried.
· Mike suggests we need to look long term.   We need an ambassador. We need to find someone or a sub committee to lead this over the years. 

Fighting

· Stats for fighting or related penalties/suspensions for the past 5 years.

· 2005 – 74 across the board 

· 2006 – 50

· 2007 – 63

· 2008 – 94

· 2009 – 65

· Majority are from the midget and Jr. B divisions

· Donna has researched fighting suspensions in a variety of sports, and reports that the length of time for suspensions varies. Lacrosse has a shorter season than some of these other sports and that is also a consideration when determining what is reasonable or necessary in terms of the length suspensions.

· Most other sports do have increasing consequences for 2nd and 3rd offense.

· At present it is the balance of the game for a 1st offense. 

· Numbers seem to be static aside from a spike in 2008.

· Is there an issue? Sackville has had complaints. 

· This is another thing to discuss with the LNSS RIC Scott Smith (having the fighting rules, including instigator and aggressor, consistently called as a way to strengthen the fighting rules). 

Jr. B

· Deferred to next meeting. Please bring ideas for action steps in two weeks time. 

MMLL Gear Swap

Mike Hayes would like to organize a league wide gear swap:

· Many new players looking for a place to get gear

· Strength in numbers, one big event in a central location

· Will work on this and plan via email

Deadline date for submitting team numbers to Donna is the end of March. 

Looking to have Scott Smith join a meeting in the near future to deal with many of the officiating items on the agenda. 

Respectfully submitted,

Julie Finck

